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THE 

Ecclefiaflicai Conftitotion 

• ' . . . 

OF 

C O L L E G E S 



THE original End, ancJDcfign of Colleges 
was to Inftruftj.Ecijui'catc, and Train up 
Perfbns for the Work of the Miniftry. 
The Council of Cabilone,. A. D. 813, 
Decreed, That the Bi/bops fliidnld torftitute Schools^ or 
Colleges, in which the DoBrines of Scripture Jhould be 
iaugbt^ and fuch may be Educated^ of whom it may 
be defervedly faid^ if the Lord^ Ye are the Salt 
of the Ea' th ; and who may teach the Ptoj>le^ £s?r« 
Harduini Colleftio Conciliorum, Vol. 4. P. 1032* 
A Houfe with the Appendages, in which Students 
live, and ftudy, under the Inftruftion and Govern- 
ment of a Prefident, ^c. is calftd a College. And 
if fuch a Political State is formed, or even de- 
figned to be formed, it is called a College in Re- 
A 2 putation^ 



CO' 

pff^ltion^ )3c&£e > the Houie i* a£t4«a% ^uik» O^r 4. 
Ittports lo^t «nd la, ^3. 

£fe vbo &^ w^«fosti> iloroa, JSftia)Ii:fltMd 
Order a College, and gives Jomeihing for the Be- 
ginning of it, is called the Founder, W^oods Inftitutts^ 
p, 113. Coke I-. Rep. §3. Who commonly de- 
clares feme fpecial Defign, and make fome SfaUiUs 
and Orders^ for the future Regulation of it j which 
are alwaj^^ %3iks i^ehbly^ -^ facrldif pbferv'd^ 
by the futcerfiyc Governors. My Lord Chief Juftice 
Holt fays, that Colleges^ and Hofpiiak^ are wholly 
JubjeS to the LawSy Ruie^^StatuteSy an i Ordinances ' 
which the Founder ordains ; and to the Fiji tor whom 
be appoints. Raymonds Reports, Vol. i. p. 8. 
PlrRjips'/p ?v, -Bey y,*. 1694. ,: And fo <aj^j Bilhqp 
StiWingfliii^ in i^ Spe^h >ia>^the-Houre<^ Li^s. 
Vol. 3 p. 878 StatutumTemplariorum. 17 Edward 
2. fays, **, That the Godly and Worthy Will of ' 
" the Qivefs, ( h jf. The* F.ouflt^crrs ) , is - 
•' always, to be o.bferv'd, p€fforxp'i4 ^^^ rcligi- 
cMjfly executed. ** (See. jC^it^. 8 Rep/jfji. Pultons 
Smutes, 

Whoi Kiftg 74«<J 2i pQnppj^nde^d tKe .FeUo^v^s = 
of.il^jj;^^^i^isr^lCollege^ ^ia cJ>pofe ^Jr. Fqxm^r^.b>\ 
their Prefident, ihey refufGcJ lo do it 5 bccmfi h 
was not qualified^ according to t^e Statutes f/ thjs 
Fotfnder ; wbich^ they fay, /^j?y tw^r* ^^ifp</ in 
Butyy a^nd. Confcience to olfervi ; and tl]is,JPoint of 
Law is fo facredj that they were juftified, -even In 
Difobedience to the Kin^. Complete Bifi. q} 
England. Vol. 3. Coke 11 Rep. y^^ ^ 

If 
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ti the Founder oF a College, afts in his private 
Capacity, then bis Heirs^ and if in a public Ca- 
pacity, or Body politick, then his or Jifeir Siucefsrs 
tae called Vificors; and have Power to fee that the 
Defign, and Statutes of the Founder^ are obferv'd. 
^coi^s Law Diff.'fP^^ds Injlit.^. 115. 

A Nu-rabei' of Cofleges, together under one 
C0ni{non Governacnt, by a Chancellor, is called a 
JJni^^eriiiy. Yet, one Jarge, and well governed 
Colkrge, having iM) ether in the fame City, has the 
Name., and Privileges of a Univerfity 5 as in Dublin^ 
and GtaJ^ow. 

Colleges have beeq^ EftabMied in the prefent 
Fond, about 500- Years. Before that Time, iV- 
((Km »wcfli:e opdinarrly trained up for the Minfftry, 
by the" Clergy, in t4ie Monaftcries ; which in fome 
Haccs, by degree*, grew up into Colleges. They 
facing x)f Br religu^us Natwe, and Defign ; were for 
many Y^rs, eftabltflied by Powers, and Charters, 
granted by the Ecclefiafticgl Authority. Bilhop 
Stillingflcct fays, ibey were at firfi Jet up by the 
Bifiwfs i as appears by ma^ Decrees of Councils^ 
abaufr ibe Ttme- ^/Charles the- great i who wds a 
gf©at »Pafroq of Learning. See Harduini Coltec. 
Condi. Vol. 5. p. 94, and 499. Stillingfleet's 
Work, Vol. '3, p. 8«3. 

None were admitted into any Office, of Inflruc- 
tion, or Government, but Minifiers ; and few to be 
Students, but fuch as were probably defign'd for 
tiie Miniflry. After feme Years, Charters wer?! 
granted by the civil Authority, with additional 
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Powers, and Privileges.. Apd fmce the Reforma- 
tion, it. has been refolv'd, that the Conftiturion of 
Colleges, depends on the civil Powers, tho* in' 
the Hands of Eeclefiaftical Perfpns, for Spiri- 
tual Pufpofes. Bifhop Stillingfleet p. 884, fays, a 
Corporation, takes it's Denomination, from the 
greater Number ; and therefore ibe UniverfitieSj are 
ejieemedi Parts of the Ecclefiafiical Body. So Dr. 
Ayliff Hift. Univerfity of Oxford, Vol. 2. p. 52. 
Every College, or Univerfity, is a difiinSt Corpora- 
tion^ or Government J by it Jelf^ under the fupreme 
civil Authority, and hath Power to choofe their 
own OfEcers, and to make their own Laws, and 
have JurifdiSlion in all Caufes Ecclefiafiical^ and 
Civile ( except Felony, Mayhem, and Freehold, ) 
where any Member of the Univerfity is concerned, 
floods Ififtit. p. 548, Jacobs Law DiSionary. Biflbop 
Stillingfleet ip 883. The Vice- Chancellor is vetted 
with an Epifcopal Power ^ over the Univerfity ; and 
is Subjeft, to no Ecclefiaftical "Authority, but the 
Arch-Bilhop of Canterbury. Woods Jnft. ^49. Annals 
of Univerfity College^ 351. 

Colleger, are Religious Societies^ of a Superior 
Nature to all others. For whereas Parifties, are 
SocietieF, for training up the common P^^p/r ; Colleges, 
are Societies of Minifiers, for training up Perfons 
for the Work of the Miniftry. And therefore <?// 
their Religious InftruSfions^ IVorfhipy and Ordinances^ 
are carried on^ within thefr own JurifdiSion^ iy 
their own Officers^ and Under their own Regulation, 
As moft fully appears, by the Statutes of the Uni- 
verfity of Oxford, at large, Titulo. 16. containing 
various Orders, and Regulations, for that Purpofe. 

Jacob's 
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JacoFs Law DiAionary, under the Word Chappel^. 
fays ** That the particular Colleges, in the Uni- 
" verfities, have Chappels belonging to them, which 
*• arc confecrated, a,nd . the Savraments are admini- 
** ftred in them, yet they -are not Subjedl to the 
" Biftiop, but to the Founder. '* See 2\{o Fullers 
Hifi. of. the Univerfity ef Cambridge ^. ^^^ ^8, 80,. 
140, 155. 

' The'Umverfiiies, in Scotland^ have as great, or; 
greater 'Privileges, than thofe in England, Cham- 
her lain* s ptefent State of Great- Britain, p. 14. in 
the latter <End, fays, that they enjvy all the Privi- 
leges^ Liberties ^ Immunities^ and Exemptions enjoyed 
by any Uriiverfity wbatfoever'\ particularly, the Uni^ 
veffiiies of Pdris^ anid Bononia. And thrat there 
afi Eigi>t Chaplains\ to Offitiale in the Cbappel^ of' 
the Univerftty of Aberdeen. See alfo .p. 434. Their 
Wdrfhifs is wholly under their own Regulation, 
and they are not fubjeft, to any particdar Parilh, 
(xr Prefbytf fy ; but only to the -general Affembly, 
of cteChWrch * of Seitldnd- ; 'to which, they* fend a.'. 
Prtfidtnt;-flr;|?r6fcffpr/in' the Quality otf Mini- 
fteri » a& ' Prtftiy reries^' ido. . p. • 3 2 . 

Religiouts, Worfhip, Pfeachingi and Inffruflion 
on the Sabbath, being one of the* rnoft' important 
Parts, of the Education of Minifters •, it is .mqrc 
necfiirary^lihatritilhAuM be cihder . the Condut^, of 
the Ailriiority, >of the College, than any othet 
Patt of dBducation. Tht6 Preachir^, ought to be 
adapted, to -die 'fuperfor CajSacity, of thofe, who^ 
acc;tOf beljuaJifiedy to be InftruSors of others ; and 
upon all Accounts Superior^ to that,' which is.or- 

' dira'ity. 



dinaril/ to be expeAed, or iadeed reqaUite^ in « 
common Parifh. 

There are many different Principles, m Religiont 
and Kinds of Preaching, which, when they arc in 
any Degree faiilty, cannot alway$ be e^fily re- 
medied; by Complaint taany other Authority. And* 
therefore, every religious Society^ naturally choofei, 
as far as may be, to have, the NominatioB of 
their own Minifter. And this is nrach aiore ne- 
ceflary in a College^ where the Preaching, ia of foch 
general Importance, to a whole Country i and iiioh 
fpecial Care, (hould be taken, that it be, upon «U 
Accounts, of the befiKsnd. And it cannot be 
reafonable, nor fafc, that any parkicdiar PwUb, 
efpecially, that which happens to be the ^neareft to 
a College, fhould appc^nt the Minifter for it«i: 

By Statute 3 James i.. c. 5. i ^ingJFitti0mj and 
13 Ann J c. 14. The Umverfities, in fome Cafes* 
are impowered^ to nominate Minifi^s^ for parMenlat ^ 
Pari/hes ; but no Parifli hath Po^er to nominate t 
Minifter, for a Univet^y ; this beir^ always, done^ 
by the Univerfity it ielf ; Unle&, .perhaps, he may 
be fometimes nominated, by him, who makes a 
Donation for his Support^ with \ht Approbation, 
of the Univerfity. 

And where, a,s it ^genertlly jJi4pp0ns^ tbene laM 
fund'ry Places of Worfbifp, in tjhti Xitt!, .where -a 
College is % if the Students fiiould dnperfe to A% • 
and every one of thtm^ this* Would fatealo :Dp^ aft 
order in the Society, iSnd defeatt Shb riteii^ous: 
Defign, and Ii^ruftions ^f ib ^; rr. 

.i* ^ The 



The tJtJivferfity of Oj?/"^r^, (asr appears :by their 
own La'wSi ) allow none of their Member Sy to go 
from tbe^ M>h Churches^ Cbappelsy or Places of 
fFor^ip/ io any oiber Churchy on Penalty of cor- 
p&rAl Punijbment^ oh all Undergraduates \ and Three 
SWiiliogs, and Four-pcqce Sterlings on all ethers. 
Stat UniyerC Oxford, Tit. 16. Sec. 10. 

But fometimes, - particularly on Eafier Sunday^ 

the whole Univerfity, does not meet together, but 

the Members^ of each College^ meet by t hemf elves % 

-and have a Sermon^ and the Sacramentyjn their own 

^particular Cbappels% Sec. 2. 

And not only the Colleges \ but all the larger 
-Hojpitals^ in Great Britain ; have their diftind 
Chaplains, and Worfhip. See, prefent State of Great 
^Britain^ in the Lifts. It being a Maxim, which 
runs through all moral Nature ; that, every dijlinff 
Society^ Fomded for Religious Purpofes \ is^ or at 
leaft may be, a Difiin£t worfhipping ji(ffembfy. 

Yale- C o lx b g e in New- Haven \ does not 
icome up, to the Perfeflion, of the Ancient Eftab- 
lifhed Univerfities, in Great Britain \ yet, would 
endeavour, 'to Imitate them, . in moft thiogs, as far, 
as its prefent State, will admit of. 
^ "s 

It was FOUNDED, A. D. 1701. By 7tn 
Principal Miniflers^ in the Colony of Connecticut; 
tipoh the Drfire, of many other Minifters, and 
People in it ; with the Ucence^ and Approbation, 
of the General Jffembly. Their main I)efign, in 
that Foundation^ was to Educate Perfons^ for the 

B Minifiry 



i^teriaHy Of (>«ngt>e^atioiiat4" Mc(^lrtg to «befr OWh 

The fitft A«< deXhartep, of.lbe OfftWttlAflfcMf- 
Wy, h predicated, •* Uport the Defire^ of- fyrsril 
" well <firpos'<f I*fel-fonS,' of their fmteW Kcg»rd 
** to, and Zeal for, the Upholding, and Propa- 
«* g^trng, th« GtU-iftf^A, ^rot^OaAt SmN|^ ;' b> a 
^> SaccefflcM, ef L^ftedy andOrthodokt Meti^.- t 

«' Thar Y^rtitft, tftro* the Ek^ingbf Gotf, "might 
«' be fitted, for Public Impl&ymfHt, in €tmJ^:ttiSii^ 
*K Stite I 

- *^ Atid'abaTf ' alh due ' EAcouj^gcment,^ ' rt^ig&t 
•^ be gi^b, CO futh pious RefolwtiKww ; and A;tt 
«• ft* ntCcffary, arrd ReU^ious- inX[ndtrUikix3g, ijjdy 

«* t\M XAberry li glwn, t(^ the faid Tm Mi^ 
**. niftv's nominated, ( and to their SucceiTors, 
*» cbofen by thertifelvc's ) to F Q U N D, 
*^ EreSty Order^ Md Govern^ a CoUegidte-Schod \ 

" la z\\ Ways^. and Manners ; and by fuch Oj^- 

'V r^rjy appointed by. tben[is as (ball, according to 

". their Difcretion, be moft conducive, tq attain thc^ 
"- Ends aforefaid. '* 

And in the Charter i 7 4 5, it is particularlf 
mentioned; •* That, tliey fliall have PoWer to 
'fchooTe,* • . ^ 

^^Profeffori, • r. 



"And 3|11 Mfeer Qfttersi, ufujiUy. flppQi«^; ». 
^^ CQlieg^f^ ot Univerfiim, ; 

The A^t ;i7.53» feasthisfrwttblcj ^* Wh^rws;,. 

^^^^MPPfirtipg, Y^te^XJollfg^ .;.wgs^ t$ Suppk .the 
<*. QuK^bcs of this C^lwy^ wjth a Learn?jfl« ?!pViBj 
«« and Orthodox Miniftry ; to which Purpofe, it 
••is requifite, that the Students of the faid College, 
•«* ihould have the beft loftruaions, in Divipuy ; 
•« ;wid the bed Patterns of PreacbiDg, .fct be- 
V b?fQr|B,th€;«i3i. '• 

" And .wl>creas, the Setling, a Learned, Pious, 
"and Orthodox^ Pruffjf^r of Divinity \ would 
*^ greatly tencj, to promote, that good End, and 

Th^. foundirs^ at their Hrg: Meeting,, ip j 701 sr 
xf^^k^ z Ffirmal Foundation^ of the College, by ap 
.Ei^ifs Declaration ; and gi'^i^gt a l^M^^ £/^ 
Booh^ Ibf 4 Library ; and declare. That, *• Their 
V /Epd.t ,and Pefign in _ it. ^ is,, co propagate, the 
f\Wefledf. Reformed^ , Prpteftant Rclighn^ /> rj&< 
\\.PS^I(fy^ ef ^t'fOrdfr^ ^nA Warflytp. And pro- 
ce^,. ^ gjiv^ /qndry R^lefs, Jjnd Prders, particularly,, 
*' That the. Students, (hoMld.be well Innrufted, 
•* in the Principles, of Religion j and grounded, in 
*^ polemical JPiWnity.. *' JParti^yiprly. Pfc^q^ib^g, 
wWt Books <^f Rivipity, they fh^iuiWi F^^Ue > v«v<^. 
^W o^hl^MJfif Sack, ai the Trf^ee^ Jhui^J>r4fr^,^ ?m4,; 
Mw/RWrtCari?, ftiouldbc uj^p^ ii? the.^di^MJQRii 
of the §tudeif)t$, not to fyffer theo), to be InftriJ^^, 
in apy di^rent Priacipies, or Dq^poBs.; 9f^ th^ti 
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att proper Meafdresi (bould Be tdlc6n, to pmVndte, 
the Power ^ and Purity, of 'Religion \an<i (be Peac^; 
and beft Edification^ of tbofe Churches. And par- 
ticularly Order, that the ^ Siu4e9kts^ Jbould anend^ 
Mornings and Evening Praters ^ and othir reUgitUs^ 
Exercifes jMw^tfpeckiUy, jhe Wofjbip ofGod:;\'on tbi^ 
Lprd^s Dayi oo Penalty, not exceeding, Six^^^g 
Sterling. ;- 

The preftht Governors,- of the College ; eftecm' 
themfelvcsf bound by Lavy^ and tbte mofe fS&ei^^ 
T^ies of Confciencey and Fidelity to' tMr'Tf0'^^m- 
miued to thenty by their Predecejfors \ to j5urfue, and ' 
c^rry on, the pious Intention, and DeGgn, of ^' 
the Founders ^'y and to iitiprove, all ffec College Efiateji 
deicended ta them* for* that purpofe. And there- 
fore, about feyen Years ago \ began, ta fay'-'i; Fbii J,' 
For the Support^ of a Profejofy of Divinity^ in theCA. 
College ^5 andbeing, , o# ^*late Ycars^ liFwre- fc^ ^ 

of the N^cejfity ,oi At\' fpon^ the unhappy^ divS^crf j 
Circumftances,' of-^ New:Haven^ i and having • re^ 
ceiv'd, fome large-DonationS'; ftom-thc^ HonouraWd 
Mr. Lroingfton^ and' Mr. C/Ar/t«i for th«t*Purpofc j ^ 
and lieafed out, f<yme of the College Lands \ fiive\: 
determined, to fettle, fuch a Profcflbr ; as foon/av 
by Leafing nacre of the faid Land, or other' ways, 
a competent Support, can be obtained. 

In the mean ^Time, they have. dcfired, the Pn?-.>. 
Jident \ with forne Afliftancei from themfttves, and ^ 
otheis 5 to carry X)n the Work, of -a Profeffpr, of 
Divinity 5 by Preaching, in the College Hall» every 
lord's Day. Being hereunto, fufficiently warranted^ 
frpm^ the ^original Nature, :.Dc6gnsi and Praftice of. 

CoDcges, 
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OoUegcs, andTTntverfities ;f which arc, fuperior So- 
cieties, for Religious Purf)ofes ; ) and, the feveral 
fpecial Claufes^in the AAs, of the General Aflcmbly ; 
That fo, the Students, may have the Advantage, 
erf fuch Preaching; and Inftrudlion, as is beft^adapted^ 
U their Capacity^ State^ and Defign. ^ 

The Governors, of ihei College, cannot^ confident, 
with the Truft eomnrtitted, to them •, give up, the- 
ordinary, public Inftruaioni of the Students ; efpe- 
ciaHy, in Matters df Divinity j to any, but their own^- 
Officers^ and SuiJIituks: For, th^y can have, no 
fofficient Security^ as futh Governors, that others, 
who are not, of their Nomination, and under their 
Authority, willTcaehi or Inftrud, according, to the 
'DtG;gT\^oixht Founders : and, if they fliould deviate 
frbtn it ; the Governors, could have, no Authority, 
to prevent it. And, upon that account, it is more 
neceflary, that the Governorsj of the College, 
fliould nomiriatfe th^ Pftachcr to itj thm.2iny other 
Q^cer^ or iinftruAon 

Particularly, it cannot be reafdnable ; that, either v 
of thd three, religious AffembKes, in NtwhaMn^ 
flafduld choofe, a Mift!fter,for the ColJ^ge.; prxhat, \ 
theCoHegei Ihould htobHged^ to attend upon ^fucli ^ 
Preaching, as they, .or either of them, fliouM choofe. 
They would ftot allow, that the College, fliould 
choofe a Minifter for them ; much lefe, is it reafon- 
able, that they, flitould choofe a Miniflcry for thrf 
College \ which is. a religious. Society, of a fuperior, ,' 
mpre general, ahcl' more, important Nature. . 
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This wovld bct tp^ <u^fi^^ *be CpHege» to % 
Jiirifdidion put of iUclf ^ in the mofk imporlaoir 
Point, of it's Inftitution^ >and /Ptfigiii. And no 3or 
cicty, or Body Politicfc, CJW ^^fyffi but opIyr» ii>- U*$ 
having, a Principle pf fe4f-,Pf^ervation i and a ?dvy)ec, 
of Pfoviding, every .ttji^g niRC^flary, for it'« jp^wp^ 
Subfiftance, and Defence.. 

• * 
Indeed, as the College, receives it's O^rt^ «n4 
Part, of it's Support, from the Gowrmt^iU j it it 
neceffarily, hfendent upon theoi;^ ^nd iincier.tbeif 
t)ire£lion $ and rooft ch^ofe^ fi^h \s^iyiiRi^ is 
agreeable, to them ; or oth^rvJ^f^^ they mfy^^^hdiaw 
t&lr fpecUl Protection, and, Support. And it 
cannot, reafonably, (>e fyppps'd % tt»at» the Genef^^l 
Affembly^ would negleft, this part, pf their Supcr- 
intendeqcy 5 and fuffcr it, to be e;(erci(e<d« ^ by 4ny» 
particular Parifti, For, . by this , ipeanf:, , it might 
e^fily happen, that the Colkgo, might, bf fubjefted^ 
to fuch Preaching, as wppld be C9ntr?iry,. to the 
Minds, of the Generality, of t^e Colctqy ;, a^ wel^ 
as, the Defign, of the Founders. 

Some indeed, have fuppofed, that, ^i oply P^ign 
of CpUeges, was to tefiqh tKe^rts, a^d Soeni^fs.; A>d 
ihatkeligion, is nO( part, of a CoHf^ p^duB^jon ; 
And therefore, there Quglit to be, no i)eUgiou» Wor- 
(hip upheld, or enjoined, -by theLawspf the College .; 
but every Student, may WorCbip, ivU^nt wd how, he 
pleafeth i or, as hisPsirem^, of GwjCidjWj ft>W;d.ir€l9^-i 

But, it is prpbabJe, that ffiere i$.iW)ti» Ccllegf^ 
be found ^ponEarth, upon fuch a Conftitution •, with- 
out any Regard, to Religion. And we know, that 

Religion, 



RcB^Hi Mi tiae Rcfigito qi thcsft Church^!, i^ 
particular ; both, as to DoSirine^ and DifcipUne^ waf 
the main Dcfign, of the Founders^ of this Colkgc ; 
( igrecable, to che\flMrtdSj of thfe Body^ of tbk Fe&pU ;) 
and^ this Defigrt, their' SucceflTors, are bound in 
E3fiit]r, hy ^rfue« Afid indeed. Religion, is a^ 
mattfer, ot fa. great Coofecjucrice, ^jid Importance \ 
thati theKwdiiflcgpy^.iof theArtt^wd Sciences^ ha^ 
cxcBHeite focvacTyin^^hforfdVes, are compWatlvcJyy 
worth but little, without it. 

At hta bcc»! aWiir Sup^fcd^ that .c\f4ry Studjprit,. 
mig^ bib^ cbKgifd^ to; 4tccnd«y upoA. fme Religim 
Wf^^Jfap^ wh^ hc'lhaH fdfe tavifei: oj: where, hi$ 
Pailentsitnay; order, or permit.*, andtbat^ aMonjtOrt 
may ljd\appointedv in each Aflfembly, in, ilhe Tow» > 
witk. Peniltidj> for non Attcudartce, But, tt) thbfe, 
who underftand, andconfider, the Nature of CoJIegft 
Goverment ; fuch a Scheme, plainly appears; Im- 
praSibfcr.; :k i$ fodnd^ by Es^perience ; th«t poUn- 
diergraduate Monitor;, dSan be ttilly depended upon.: 
a«ri.thal:i'iit is abfolutely NeceflEaryv mr theGovci'- 
nors, df the Gollegei to be prefent.*, and ftriftly 
obfcfve, the Atteodence, and Behaviour, of the 
^ Students ; with^ their osam Eyes. And, when any 
Parens . puts hisrChild to SdhooJ ; to Apprentice ^ 
or, into any other Family ; or Society, whatfo^vtr, 
he rejigns «p, the Exercife^ of his parental Goyern- 
ment; To far, «8 rebates to, . the Conftituciod, ind 
Order, of that Society. And no Parent, can have 
a Rigbf^ to put his Child, to be ^ Member, of any 
Society ; and then^ order him, to break the Lams^ 
aod .Rules of it : for^ this 'would be^deftrudllire, 
-^ •' -' ^ .ioi 



to, Che very Natare, and Fundamental ConftkudoOt 
of aU Societies. 

And, if Parents, have zRigbl^ to order, what 
Worfhip, their Children (hall attend, atCoU^ev-it 
would take, the Power, wholly out, of the Hands, 
of the Authority, of College, as to matters of Re- 
ligion ; and there tnay be, as many Kinds, of ReJi- 
gious^ Worfliip, at College; as there are, difFerent 
Opinions, of Parents. 

And^ if Parents, give the Law ; they muft aUb, 
affix the Penalty ; and indeed, infiiff ii ibim/etves. 
But Parents, at a Diftance, cannot. Govern thdr 
Children, at College ; neither, is it pradtcable, that, 
they (hould 'give, fuch, a juft Sx/tem of RuUsy as 
the Authority, of College ^oir, or ougkt^ to. put in 
Execution. 

For, we may fuppofe, for Ihftance ; that, there 
may be, an Afiembly, of Jews^ or Arrians^ in 
New Haven \ and then, the Authority, of College, 
may be obliged, to punifli, the Students^ for not 
attending, fuch a Worfhip, as they efteem, to be 
worfe than none ; and fuch, as they are oblig'd, by 
the Statutes, of the Founders, not to permit, the 
Students, to attend upon. 

It has been faid ; that, 'Liberty of Confciencs^ 
ought, to be allowed to all ^ to Worfhip, as they 
pleafe. 

Upon which, it has been conddered > that, the 
College afts, upon the Principles, of Liberty, of 

Crnrdence, 



CoilftittiCQi :in thrA^ Senfii w^" %pofe, »h|fc 
iny Mmi URdor t)\e Litfui^tiooi; of c|)fyi¥i 
mw )fmwi» iCoUege, pr ^choplft for fuck EncUx 
and Purpofes I and upon fuch Q^adjtipfis^ an(^ 
Limitations, \7ith RefpeA to thofe, who are allowed, 
ll|(a ;;fieiiAfili pi iti^f ke in pkis Otvfiie^f^ <l|all 
tbmk. bfift* And that ^ Confcipnce, .^ho ha$ thf 
jpfopcftytitfa Tbingi^r^givcii iti upoa Conditions 4 
pi»pM to Gqvern» ta aU Matters, lelating to %h» 
Ufe, Q^ <hat : tbin^ .1 aod not^ bisQtmmvict^ w^Pi 
is allowed, to take the Benefit •, who, has no Right 
tftiti..jtet^atx:ordingi fiO;tfhe /^iV/» acrd Cpndictons 
1^ tha PfopDictoi, or Doaor. And Ub^ity of 
Con&ienoi u^ :.huo, who Is allowM, to rtake tbs 
Benefit, . exteqd^a n^ fujs thjcr, than tp 4et^rmiiie« 
whether he wiU accept it upon thofe Conditions. 
Jftjkjiv :«A ^'hallenge ,the Benefit^ without cptpplylng 
vithc>rUie, Gflod^nsi would be, to rob the Px«« 
prietor, ( or FeoHaeft m Tmft, ) ctfjbls Projpprty \ z^ 
Right of Difpofal. 

,:Tlte>gQe0t Bsftgnt of Fouiyitng thi9 SobooJ, 
ym^ XQ. jgdwateMinifters iq our mn Way \ and 
iiiiQader, to\attai5 (his find ; t|ie imKkff^. aod 
thufr SufiHeifTS^ af)preheod it. tq^ ^ oei^^Uary, . d^^^ 
the Scudtifts, •Aould ordinaiily attend, upcHithe f^mt 
Waif $f IVctfiii^ .::.znd (faould they give up, .that 
Law, and Order; the College would fci:w Derig!aa, 
and Purpofes, contrary to that, for which it was 
iKJgimdly, landed i. which, i& P^V^ 0/ \Con/cfi9ce^ 
mi J^el^y, .'to tbe^r Truft ; ;they jCMifBi pi(mit. 
Aod; in this£otnc, the College, Eacercifes, .no fcinid' 
of fmer^ or AuiJborUy ^ but only that, which Re« 
fiiltSy from the .naU^al LUirtiis^ and Privil^^ of 
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dl'free, and V^luntury Secktiesei Men; which is 
tb dec^rminey their oiM DefigHi zxaon%ik tbemfelves ; 
and the Condicion9» ; of theit. own Favottn» md 
Benefits to oibtrs. • ' • . ' • 

Ytt the Govtrndrs of ilie Cdllegei 1*^ dwayi^ 
freely admitted, ProteftanCs^ of all Denoihiiiat&ins^ \ 

to enjoy the Benefit; of • an Educa^a kv ' it ; j 

they attending upon^ ( as they always hat^e dohe^) | 

6ur Way of W6^Qiip5 wKite thef we- thlrm r : ^ i 

It has alfo b^en faidithat^ all the iScudttiOr^ 
ought to attend j the WorCbip, of ch^'^Chureb df 
England ; or fo many of them, . a^ (hall iee^Catife r- 
or, as their Parents (hall order^ or permit. "^ » 

That, the Chmch of ^ England, hv ihei EJkAhlifiM ' 
RiHgidff, ef thii Coloby ; and'thutlhofe^'^ho^ do 
not conform to itl,a rt.SMfimaitksi ! - O « «»; [. 

Upon , which, it has been- coqfider'd, that tHe 
A&, of Parliament, in > the Comtilon^ Prayer Bbok^. 
for the Eftabii(hmenty of the « Church <c^ EmglMd{ 
isexpreOy XmCviitAjtoEnglaHdi nhdiWaks^^ Md th$ 
Twfn of B€r»scM^ upn fTwai^ And; k ie, a w^l 
known Maxim in the Law ; thai the Statutes 4/ 
England^ d$ not extend to^ the' Plantations^ \Mnlefs^ 
they are Exfrejlf %nentioned^ > c 

. About ^h6 ReigAi^ of Umy^ the. £% ^1^,. we find 
fufldry Statutes, rctacingitoRe^gion, Navigation^ &Vv 
where, the Extent of them, is declared in tfaofe 
Words ; the Realm ef. England^ and the Demtknsi 
orTjfxtf^fitSjthertuntaielengt^. AM ib it is, ia . 

ih« 
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ihc Jif cf Union. But thefe Words, wer^ fle/igocd^ 
pnJy, to comprehend* the Jfle of Man^ Jerje^mi 
4hok /mil, JJfands^ ^ near England ; but were nevf r 
Ex^ppnded fo far ' Ireland ; much le& to-'JtlW 
^.tantatiomr 

AUtT the Plantations were Settled 4 when any 
Aft> was tdefigned . fof them, thcfe Words w,ere 
;afc4A yiz. Plantations i^ America^ Dominions in 
Ami9^a^\of^ beyond Seas^ or fome fuch ext^nfive 
Terms. And no Statute, has yet been produced, 
which has been adually extended to, and exejcuted 
in, the Plantations, by Virtue of thofe Words, Bo- 
minifins^ or Territories thereunto belonging : And, 
it is prdum'di that 00 fuch Adl^ can be pro- 
duce^. 

It has alfo been laid ; that, Governor Tali^ and 
BtOiop Berkley J who were Church Men^ made large 
Dpnations^ to this College. 

Upon which, It has been confiderM ; that, when 
any Ponatioh' is given, after the Foundation is laid, 
the Law prefumest that it was the Intention, of the 
i)onors^ that their Donations, (hould be improved^ 
according, to the Delign^ of the Founders. The 
Law prefumes, that every Man, knows the Law, 
in that thing, wherein he A6ls : * And fince, 
bv Law» the Statutes of the Founders, cannot be 
^Uered, f it prefumes, that the Donor, had not 
any Defign to dp it. And there is not, the leaft 
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ftcifim to fiit)pcrfe. that the (jrovemor, or ^\(hepi 
feitftnded, .or Expettedi th^^ wpon ttkif'Domiipns, 
toy alteration (hbbld' be- made, -In the- -liaws' of 
the College-; or ahy<Uevtatton, from • the DdS^ni, 
of the Founders, towards ike Cburcb $f.Bnj^tki^ 
or any other way. 

Wit w^s fo-, itfeenis; as if they iritenaedi to 
Buy- ehe Collea^ ratfter than^ -to make a 1ZX7it^i>^| 
16 it. And if there ^ wa^ Evider^e, chaC they-Hftad«- 
their Donations, uj^on xhziCondifhH \ 'the GdBeg*, 
WQuld Refign them back again. ./ . ! 

And: gnqe; thef^e is not, th^ k^ft'^Reafoft W 
fiipj^ofcthar,^ they, rxpedled, t>r-dcfire*,''ithat, wpdh 
their Donations, any Alteration (hould be kiAle^. 
in the Laws of College; we fee no Obligation 
b da ic, in Point of Vyathuh.- -''^ • 

But the Incomes, ©f, ^fee- Fttrm, att'^J?**rfi^ 
yiand^ given by the Bifhqp ; were appropriated^ 
f:riet Mtyf to aby rd^'uslJl'fe/^ .t^t/4tti'ihc 
ipeft: Scholars ii%' Latik:^ naiid (?r#/fi% ^kkh- AoDtO^^ 
pciation^ ( bt^iag dcofpted of; r47po^ ^^K«Jl^ 
dkioo, ) ought tio bc' £;lcfied)y,' and ihviotib^ 
obferv'd ; as well a«, /the. Defign . pi tht 
Re>under$. ;. .' : :J .. ./;.... i '»/..wl 

Yet, wp Jiave a joft Scnfe, crf^thii'iTqMfolitlv 
of thofir XSemtemeri'; :ahd ..fioor tfaap, iaqd tuRMly 
Other Reafons, ane Wiiliog .to (do, . ai|. diac fW 
can, to gratify, the Gentlemen, of the Church of 
"England ; Iconfiftant with the tJefign, and Statutes^ 
of. the f^d^'i, <vid gartici^Sdy, . )fci»^ given Li- 
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tmtfi ID ithttftScixdeBtBt wlio^hftve teen ftuottid^ 
isn<the Worflrip, of iths Church iDfEnglM4r and 
are, of that Communion i .to he aJMbiKi M th&h 
fBi^idsj wbeA the&iQCfttneae is A.t>mimftMfi« in ^ 
Ciiurci) \ and upoh/Chnfiin^i iik}^ a| fome 4wb 
other Tiaies, as wiil not fo^t m Inff 9^100 Uppn^ 
the genoral, an^ fijomding liula^ of College^ 

& has ij0cn ^fiher Ikidlt^^ lba| thrre .Vf^ B 
Ncwibcr of Chturch Mtso, -intilib Qplony 4. .wji9> Ml 
» the' annual puWic T^»S, foiHiifeMff fwMltWngk :»t 
wards the Support, of the College.' 

Upon which, it has been confidcr'd ; that, when 
a Community, are jointly, at fomc public Charge 5 
it is equitable, . that the Benefit, of each Individual, 
fhould be confulted, fo far, as it is confiJftant^ 
with the general Defign, and Good of the whole, 
or the Majority, And tho' it is impoffible, that 
fuch a Benefit, H}i^}}d b^ fifffttfi^m^tically proporti* 
. oned, to each tndividu^ | yet this College, has 
educated, a« n)#«ty f^(j^fiGil!l i^ and others, 

as they defired; •or ifj^ if* ^«i(ed ©f •, which has 
been a fufficient C6mp«i>fouoil, for their Payings 
about, a Half Peny Sterling, per Man ; in the 
annual Support, of the College. 

-And, it may fl ill continue to be, as ferviceable, to 
the Church of England, as it has been, if they 
pleafe ; for the Orders of it, remain in Subftance, 
juft the fame. 

It may further be confidcr'd, that this College 
wa« Founded, and in a good mcafure, Indowed, 
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many Years, before there were any Donations made, 
by Church* Men ;or fo much, as one Epifcopal 
Minifter, in the Colony. And if Mens contribu- 
ting, fomething, towards ^e Support of the CoUege ; 
gives, them a Right, to order, what WorQiip, their 
Children (hall attend upon, while at College ; it 
gives, the fame Right, to Parents, of all other 
Denominations ; which to admit, as was before 
Obferv'd, would defeat the Delign of the Founders ; 
and deftroy, the religious Order, of the College \ 
which ought, /acridly^ to be obferved. 




